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Exh.  No. 


MTERH,.T10..AL  HIMTARY  TRlBUB-i  FOR  THE  P*R  EAST 

T  \  affidavit 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OE  iU-ffiRlCa,  et  p.1  ) 

)  of 

-  VD  -  J 

-  )  iJlIMA,  Yoriyasu 

Sadao,  et  ol  j 

1,  ARIMA,  Yorlyaso  mako  oath  ohd  say  as  follow. 

the  Poors  School,  I,  enrolled 
1.  on  my  graduation  from  the  Poors 

*.  nf  the  Tokyo  Imperial  Univer- 

at  the  «?rloultaral  Dopartfont  of  the  Toky 

,tty.  fto.  v,hloh  I  graduated  in  i910.  I  sonved  the  .igrlcoltun 

coasaence  Hinistny  fno.  i9U  to  i«lV.  Then,  I  took  up 

a.  ♦-■m  1025.  I  was  elect© 
teaching  and  »as  a  Onivensity  lectuer  till 

to  the  House  of  Representatives  and  served  as  s«r„  e 

_  1023  to  1928.  I  served  as  morabor  of  the  House 

Diot  from  1923  to 

Peers  fro„  1929  to  1940.  In  June.  19S2.  I  «as  appoints 

4  4-  nr  Agriculture  and  Forestry  under 
parliamentary  Vice-Minister  of  Agricultu 

.HO  SalTO  Cahinet.  from  which  post  X  retired  in  April.  19SS. 
prom  June,  1957  to  January,  1939,  I  was  Minister  o 

culture  and  Forestry  under  in  first  KOROYE  Cahinet. 
.eter.from  Octoher.  1940  to  March.  1941  X  assumed  the  po 

or  Secretary-Oeneral  of  the  Xmperial  Rule  assistance  -as 

2  Marquis  KXDO  and  X  have  been  old  friends  since  o 

peers  School  days.  Eater  when  Marquis  KXDO  Joined  the  se« 
of  the  Ministry  of  ..griculture  .md  Commerce  in  1916. 
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wy  collonguo  in  tho  i^ronomic  Section  of  tho  i-gri cultural 
i.ffQlrs  Buronu  in  tho  Ministry,  Then,  the  Marquis  was  transferr¬ 
ed  to  tho  Imperial  Household  Department  after  v/hich  he  entered 
political  circles  to  join  tho  KOHOYE  Cabinet  first  and  then 
tho  HIRjiNUMrt  Cabinet,  Finally,  ho  was  appointed  tho  Lord  Keopo; 
of  the  Privy  Seal.  .*11  the  while  I  was  on  intimate  terms  with 
him,  and  in  1937  v?hen  the  first  KONOYE  Cabinet  was  formed, 

Ma.rquis  KIDO  and  I  joined  it  as  Cabinet  Ministers* 

I  am  fully  acquainted  with  Marquis  KIDO’s  ideas  and 
political  views.  I  am  also  woll  acquainted  with  Prince  KONOYE* 8 
character  and  political  views,  as  he  and  I  were  also  close 
friends  since  Peers  School  days, 

t 

3,  Tho  Shinaikal  was  organized  by  more  than  a  dozen 

graduates  of  the  Poors  School  at  my  instance  in  about  1917  for 
making  studios  mostly  in  the  social,  labor  and  agrarian 
questions.  Marquis  KIDO  was  one  of  its  orgainzers,  Tho  social 
situation,  then  prevailing  in  Japan  was  sm  ominously  tense  that 
I  ond  other  like-minded  people  felt  called  upon  to  enlighten 
the  people  by  lectures.  Hence  tho  formation  of  the  Shinaikal, 

Tho  studios  in  social  questions  led  to  uftdertaking  of  social 
v^olfaro  work.  In  1921,  with  tho  assistance  of  Marquis  KIDO, 
Prince  KONOYE,  Marquis  HIROH.JT.i  and  Marquis  S,*SitKI,  I  founded 
tho  Shlnal  Middle  Night  School  for  tho  purpose  of  providing 
tho  proletarlaji  youth  with  equal  opportunity  of  education. 
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'men  I  Stert0.=  building  tho  aohoolhoueo  at  an  oetimoted  coat 
of  130,000  yen.  Marquis  KIDO  showed  his  profound  understanding 


r-'-p-.t:  y  V  it: I 


''•ovk  in  donntinfc  30,000  yen  toward  tho 


ouildin«  fund,  by  dispoainff  of  some  of  his  reel  estate. 

The  Shinaikal  was  revived  under  the  name  of  the  Julchlkal 
1  Eleventh  .issocintion)  In  the  llth  of  the  Tniso  ERA 

(1SC2).  Its  meetings  have  since  been  held  at  the  residence  of 
Marquis  KIDO  through  the  good  offices  of  Viscount  ODA. 

4.  Marquis  KIDO’s  grandfather  was  .  •  kIDO,  Taknyoshl  ono 
of  the  famous  trio  of  the  Meijl  Restoration  of  1869,  and  who 


was  most  progressive  and  a  constitutionnllts.  In  my  convorsn- 
tlon  with  Marquis  KIDO  ho  always  ospousod  tho  causo  of  con¬ 
stitutional  government  in  Jap*m.  He  zealously  guarded  llbernllsn, 
ojid  constitutionalism,  and  identified  himself  with  tho  growth 
of  constitutional  government  in  this  country,  by  his  words  and 
actions  in  restraining  the  Army's  arbitrariness  and  dospotlcisr 
On  tho  recommendation  of  Prince  KONOYE,  Marquis  KIDO  became 
Chief  Secretary  to  Count  MeJCINO,  Nobuakl  who  serving  as  Lord 
Koopor  of  tho  Privy  Seal  in  1930,  During  his  tenure  of  offico 
as  Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord  KoojDor  of  the  Privy  Seal,  I 
knov/  tho  Marquis  on.loyod  Count  K.iKIN0's  Implicit  confidence, 

5.  In  connection  with  Marquis  KIDO's  assumption  of  the 
portfolio  of  Education  in  tho  first  KONOYE  Cabinet,  I  rocnll 
KONOYE  told  mo  to  the  following  offoct  and  asked  for  my  good 
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off loos  Into  in  October,  1937: 


.  "Mr,  Y.^UI  won’t  reconsider: •hlmsolf,  insisting  to 

Minister  of  Education.  It  cnn’t  be  helped, 
n  flv  4-  ^  wcntod  Mr,  KIDO  to  Join  my  Cabinet  nnd  approached 

To  him  with  the  request.  But  Mr.  KIDO  stressed,  the 

necessity  for  restoring  friendly  relations  with  Chinn, 
'’y  settling  the  China  Affair  as  soon  as  possible.  If 
ry< r  •  ^  ij  /iffnir  was  nllov/od  to  go  on,  ho  told  mo  that  it 

be  no  use  Joining  the  Cabinet.  I  am  likomindod 
/  ^  and  wracking  my  brains  to  restore  pence  with  China 

without  further  delay.  If  ho  thought  so,  I  nskod.' him 
fv  '  Vcgnln  to  Join  my  Cabinet  and  exert  themselves  for  -the 

/Wcept-  my-o^ffori  ^  you  are  one  of  Mr.  KIDOJs  closo 
friends,  I  hope  you  will  bo  in  closo  touch  with  him 
«nd  mdko  endeavors  for  settlement  of  the  Chinn  iiffair 
together  with  him," 

Following  his  assumption  of  the  portfolio  of  Education  in  the 
first  KONOYE  Cabinet,  Marquis  KIDO  spared  no  pains  in  settling 
the  Chinn  y^ffair  ns  soon  ns  possible.  For  instance,  ho  con¬ 
voyed  Prince  KONOYE*  a  desire  to  sottlo  the  China  /dTfnir  to  War 
Minister  SUOIY.iMu, 

6,  The  Question  of  peace  with  China  throxigh  the  intormedini 
of  German  .onbRsaador  Trnutman  enme  up  for  discussion  at  the 
Cabinet  meeting  of  December  17,  1937,  I  nnd  Education  Minister 
K?DO  had  been  giving  serious  thought  to  a  tomiination  of  tho 
Chinn  JSfr.lr,  in  pursuonce  of  Prime  Minister  KONOYE 's  wishes, 
and  v/e  had  discussed  tho  matter, 

I  recall  that  nt  that  Cabinet  mooting  KIDO  nskod  Oonornl 
SUGIY.iM.*,  V/nr  Hinistort 

"it  will  bo  really  fortunate,  if  tho  China  iiffair  con 
bo  settled  with  tho  torma.  Just  discussed  at  this 
meeting,  I  desiro  the  negotiation  to  bo  brought  to  an 
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CMn^?roounto?-m4orr:Jsr  irthr\.™y  proparod  for 
auch  n  contin«oncy? " 

To  which  War  Minister  SUGIYAMh  replied j 

"Mo  this  is  n  iriiniin\ain  donand.  Should  China  rofuso 

to  accept  it,  thoroforo,  against 

to  the  Jappoieso  nriny  out  to  tr-Ko 

Chinn." 

I  roc.'ll  that  I  v/ns  surprised  at  tho  War  Kinister's  roply. 

7.  Tho  Oovorroaont  roRurdod  tho  ponoo  nopotlntion  with  China 

throwh  tho  intormodlrry  of  Oormm  /onbassndor  Troutman  as 
hopoloss  and  docldod  uron  a  now  policy  at  tho  Cabinet  mooting 
of  January  14,  19M.  The  now  policy  embodiod  tho  formula, 
t  submitted  by  Foreign  Minister  HlllOTA,  Wo,  That  is,  tho  other 
cohinot  mombors,  supported  tho  formula,  fully  trusting  tho 
explanation  of  Foreign  Minister  HIROT.,,  tho  authority  on 
diplomatic  affairs  in  this  country,  that  it  was  a  shortcut  for 

scttlomont  of  the  Chinn  g*ffnir. 

KIUO  expressed  no  opinion  at  this  mooting  on  this  matter.  Tho 
War  Ministor  said  very  little,  and  my  rocollootion  is  that  ho 
favored  attempts  to  meko  poaco  with  the  now  governmont... 

1  never  hoard  that  General  T,®s.  Vico-Chiof  of  Staff  of 
tho  ..rmy,  submittoa  any  proposal  to  tho  Oovornmont  in  connoo- 
tion  with  Japan-s  policy  toward  China,  nor  was  ony  report  of  his 
made  at  the  Cabinet  mooting  on  such  a  matter,  nor  did  ho  a.ppoar 
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p.jrsoni’.lly  at  tho  Cabinot  mooting. 

8.  I  hoard  nothing  about  any  atrocities  committed  by 
Jnpo.no.o  troops  In  tho  City  of  Nonklnc  nt  thnt  timo,  nor  did 

I  hor.r  anything  thorur.ncnt  In  Cabinet  clrolos.  Still  loss  did 
I  hoar  any  report  submitted  to  tho  Cablnot  Council  on  such 

matter. 

9.  Tho  Cablnot  rocons iruotlon  of  May,  1938  fnllod  to  bring 
nbout  tho  anticipated  sottlomont  of  tho  Chins  /d'falr.  Not  only 
that, various  dlf floultlos  cropped  up  In  tho  political  field  In 
tho  latter  h  If  of  1938,  «lth  the  result  that  a  Cabln^hango 
was  persistently  rutorod  due  to  tho  fact  that  every  one  In  a 

KONOyi!  wanted  to  resign.  I  had  conversations  with  both 
KIDO  and  KOliOyE  during  this  period  and  I  hoard  from  both  of 
thorn  of  K  DO's  efforts  to  keep  KOHOYE  from  roslgnlns.  and  ndvlcs 
to  him  to  work:-,  harder  to  sottlo  tho  Chinn  affair, 

10.  .01  attempt  at  formlir-  r  now  political  pa.rty  iwas  made 

twice  under  tho  first  KONorii  Cabinet  vdllch  oxlstod  from  1937 

to  January,  11-39. 

The  first  o.ttompt  was  mado  in  kobruary,  1938  and  the  second, 
about  October,  the  simo  year.  But  both  failed,  duo  to  Prlnco 
KOHOVE's  change  of  mind.  Being  Prime  Minister  as  ho  wos  of  a 
.  "non-party"  C.-blnot,  which  ho  was  fully  aware  was  quite  Impotent 
to  fne  ..ray,  duo  to  its  lack  of  a  backing  of  a  political  party, 
Prlnco  KONOTE  consulted  Marquis  KIDO  and  mo  about  tho  mottor  in 
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offorts  to  sot  up  r.n  organization  which  would  win  popular 
supi'ort.  But  tho  project  was  dropped  es  the  result  of  a  Joint 
request,  made  by  tho  .tnny  and  bureaucrats  with  Homo  Minister 
iidriiral  SOYETSUOU,  Nobumnan  in  tho  o©ntor,  for  organizing  the 
envisioned  political  party  along  Fascist  linos.  KONOYE,  KIDO 
and  I  opposed  such  an  idea, 

11.  On  May  26,  1940  when  Prince  KOHOYE,  Marquis  Kj DO  ond 
I  met  together.  Prince  KONOYE  revealed  that  it  was  rumored  that 
tho  YON.il  Cabinet  might  resign  »md  that  ho  might  bo  r.skod'to 
possibly  form  a  second  KONOYE  Cabinet.  Thereupon,  pointing  out 
that  tho  first  KONOYE  Cabinot  was  forced  to  resign  on  bloc  by 
tho  ;.rmy»s  arbitrariness  and  dospoticism,  Marquis  KIDO  ond  1 
urged  upon  Prince  KONOYE  the  vital  necessity  for  basing  tho 
second  KONOYE  Cabinet  on  a  powerful  political  party.  Princo 
KONOYE  approved  of  tho  suggestion,  ns  tho  result  of  which  on 
exchange  of  notes  took  place  among  tho  throe  of  us  with  regard 
to  the  formation  of  a  new  political  party.  Marquis  K.DO  however 
assumed  tho  post  of  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  before  long 
and  washed  his  hands  of  the  matter  in  doforonce  of  tho  very 
nature  of  his  official  duty. 

12,  Tho  Taisoi  Yokusan  Kai  or  Imperial  Rule  rtssistanco 
i.ssociation  was  formed,  under  the  second  KONOYE  Cabinet  in 
October,  1940,  but  Marquis  KIDO  aJid  I,  who  learned  of  it  Just 
bofor  its  formation  wore  not  connected  at  nil  with  tho  form- 
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.intlon  of  the  plon  for  it.  ^rganltation.  Noithor  Marqui. 

KIDO  nor  I  hod  any  knowlodgo  of  whoso  plan  Prlnoo  KONOyE  ha 
adopted  in  sotting  up  the  In^orlal  Rule  assistance  association 

or  what  his  original  conoorptlon  was. 

„  ».s  not  in  acoordanco  with  our  Ideas  as  expressed.  On  hay 
26,  1940,  nor  was  It  the  outgrowth  of  that  conversation. 

13,  Prince  KOMOYE  sought  the  Marquis  reallallc' counselHof 

fulfil  his  own  vision  on  numomtis  occasions.  .1  recall  that 
Marquis  KIDO  often  told  me  that  It  was  very  trouble-some  to 
"chaperon"  Prince  KONOYE,  because  ho  was  an  idealist. 


On  this  30  day  of  Jan.,  1947 
At  SEKINE-CHO  71,  Suginami 


deponent  dRTM...  Yorlyasu  (seal) 

1,  Hnz'IMI.  Shlgetakct  hereby  certify  that  the  above 
statement  was  sworn  by  the  Deponet.  who  affixed  his  signature 
and  seal  thereto  in  the  presence  of  this  witness. 


On  tho  samo  dato 

At  aamo  place 
$ 

witness,  (signed)  HOV.imi.  Shlgytaka  (a.al) 


OATH 


In  accoixinncQ  with  my  conscionco  I  aworr 
truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 


to  toll  the  wholt 
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